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Dear 


Pursuant to the release sent you recently, I am 
sending you herewith several small articles, as the first in- 
stallment of our information service to the religious press, This 
material may be clipped or used in any other way you desire without 
credit. It goes simultaneously to a picked list of papers. 


Will you kindly let me have your criticism of th 
material, and, especially, suggestions as to the subjects on which 
you think your readers neea lirht? 


If you can use book reviews will you kindly so 
indicate? 


Sincerely yours, 
F. 3. JOHNSON 
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A NEW KIND OF CHURCH COOPERATION > 


A new chapter in the history of the church’s relation to industrial con- 
ditions in America was written recently in a large western city. A strike on 
the street railways had occurred and the bitter industrial war that ensued had 
virtually paralyzed the transportation system and had cost several lives. After 
more than one fruitless attempt had been made to settle the controversy the re- 
ligious bodies of the city - Protestants, Catholics, and Jews - took upon them- 
selves the task of investigating the whole affair. 

The city is Denver, Colorado, and the "Denver Commission of Religious 
Forces" is a new type of organization. The enterprise took shape at a meeting 
of church representatives which authorized the investigation and chose nine com- 
missioners by secret ballot. To these nine persons was committed the by no 
means easy task of finding the facts. The usual mass of contradictory accounts, 
charges and counter charges, which such a situation gives rise to, was already 
in evidence. Feeling was running high. But this "Commission of Religious 
Forces" was well named. I+ meant business. 

A liberal budget was subscribed, and the chairman of the Commission tele- 
graphed to the Federal Council of Churches in New York and to the National Cath- 
Olic Welfare Council in Washington asking that investigators be assigned. A few 
days later, Dr. Hdward T. Devine, representing the Fedsral Council and Dr. John 
A. Ryan and Dr. John A. Lapp, representing the Catholic Welfare Council, arrived 
in Denver. 

The city gave the Commission and its investigators carte blanche, and 
no one offersad any objection to being interviewed. No one wanted to oppose 
openly the combined religious forces of Denver and the two national church or- 
ganizations. It was the first time that such an attempt had been made by Prot- 
estant ani Catholic bodies in the United States, probably in the world, and the 
harmony was immediate and complete. 

The findings of the investigation are now being reviewed by the Commis- 
sion and it is expected that they will shortly be ready for publication in the 


religious press. 


District of Columbia provision has t ea meds f°r keeping the wages cf women 
gorkers from falling below the minimim cost of living. All the other states 
3till allow mothers to compete for a living in the open market. In thirty-six 
states scomen may be employed all night without restrictions of ing ried. There 
are seventeen states in which they may work as many as sixty hours a week in 


any kind of occupation, and in «ne state the legal limit is sixteen hours a day. 


Efforts are beirg made by religicus bodies and <:eculer bedies throughout 


the country to focus attention cn the needs of prcotectiva legisiaticn and upon 


the beneficent workings of such statutes as the District of Columbia Minimum 


Wage Lav. 
A NEW STUDY COURSE 


"Nhat is the Curistian View of Work and fealth?" 

This is the title of a new course for study groups in churches, colleges 
and Christian fsscciations. Those who made it had in mind the adult or young 
people's class which wants something definitely Christien but a little bit off 
the beaten track. It is a discussion course and dows not tell the reader what 
to think. Rather, it raises the vital issues and presents a variety of opinions 
as reference material. The aim is tc aid a group of earnezt ‘inquirers, such as 
many &@ church contains, to arrive at a valid interpretation of Christianity, 


in terms of modern life. 


Note to the editor: 
This book is published oy the Asscciation Press, New York. Price 85 cents. 


Review copy will be sent on application, 
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CHILD LABOR AGAIN 


Fourteen states report an increase in child labor during the first six 
or eight months of 1920, according to a statement issued by the National Child 
Labor Committee, and this in spite of the fact that unemployment among adults 
is steadily increasing. The relation between these two tendencies is brought 
out sharply by the proposal of the Detroit supervisor of compulsory education 
to revoke the work permits of one thousand children if the city will give their 
families the necessary aid, thus vacatirg places in the factories for men who 
are unemployed. 

Child labor is a national disease. It is estimated that a child who 
gce3s to work at fourteen develops an earning capacity only half as great as the 
_ child who remains in school until eighteen. Mr. Hoover is rights: child labor 
is "poisoning the springs of the nation at their source.*® 


HUNGRY CHILDREN IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 


In the midst of its preparations for Thanksgiving the City of New York 
was told by the Children’s Aid Society that an appalling number of its chil- 
dren are going daily without sufficient food. In the ten public schools stud- 
ied by the Society, the lowest malnutrition rate found was 28 per cent, while 
in one school it was actually 67 per cunt. Two social evils are reflected in 
these figures -- poverty and ignorance. The one is a challenge to our economic 
Organization, the other to our educational system as a whole. 

The study referred to also revealed that from 12 to 35 per cent of the 
children were in need of medical attention for ailments that prevent normal 
physical and mental development. 


THE WOMEN WHO WORK 


As the legislatures of many states are about to assemble, public atten- 


tion is called by the National Consumers’ League to the wide-spread lack of pro- 


tective laws for women workers in the United States. In thirteen states and the 
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"brought sudaen*y the brink 

cause Mr. Asquith Sir Cr-; ca: 
which are known while others may be unkncyn, 
toward France, and therefore alss 
refuse to take up arms on her bdehal 

end they denied it tc "Haiti, 


The contenticn 


ain free, under 
gainst a violatcr of that treaty, but it 
“+ but irretrievably involved in the 

approaching struggle - its negotiations th France long befcre Germany 
crcessed the reigian bédrder ne argurent is simple anc direct: 
of honor had been ineurréed watch in acvance what England' 
stand would be; therefore the Britis: sign office might have 
response to her persistent inquiry, Pritain would stand ty Franc 
regard to Belgium; had this course b2c1 lisved the war might have b 1 prevens 
ted, if President Wilson wis rignt in s2yins, 22 quotee on the other side in 
March 1919, that "if Germany i thoushs for a moment thet Great Pritain would 
go in with France or Russia she woul. nsover have undertaken that enterprise." 
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The exposure 
more compliets cr more ccrvincini The author usSicn will find 
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scarcely b 
ready acceptances “Sccret diplwac; “ndergone it acid mi this coun- 
try. It bead every chance. sf party “as silent the Foreign Minister 
was an English gentléwan whom tie. truste: whs vas wholly 

free per3senal enzities of every; <ink, end who wante: secret di- 
piomacy utterly failec.....Le. -71 hive done with it for 
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How the War Cane, by ths Bar? U-rcburn. 2. Encp?. Kew York. 1220. $3.00. 
Tne diplomatic negctizticns rrceeding *he war have ceen recorded by 
wany Sut this tz 2 str long cennette4 wich the British Goverre- 
Gent Roswh 2 cOhservetive rttrict hist eztracrcinary cignificance. 
It Teporeed 46 & in Creat Britaca, ard well £¢ sieht. 
S4re4 tne war, but ho upon «t= Rasard Groy ans asscciates 
made the war the imperceptible erexth of the Entente 
22706 2954 is fei; and thd pertrays with 
evident the roll meaning etctesmcr tho unwittinge- 
uncdoins. Great Pritein was 
pice” says the Earl Loreburr 
i@ir coniidants, by stcps sone of 
hed pleced us in such 2 pesition 
Sia, that they found they could not 
came to the issue, thcuch till the 
ly even to themselves. 
neutrality was the crucial question in 
detormining Pritzin's attituie in Averust 1914, the author makes short «erk of. 
His diccicsures are not new to Americar. iibeorais, but they are here supported 


The Russian Poss ution, by 3. Hindus. New York. Henry 
Holt & Co. 


ne could afford and sone 
there is not a peasant diving 3 who is in the least averse *o coming in 


éetorship of a farm." ‘The peasant's consists only in his pa 
adherence to the belisf that th: iuni elong only to thosa who use i 

author quotes biblical passages nye by the more intelligent peas: nts in 
southern Russia in justification c7 3 ‘ctrine of the right of the people + 
the land. (cf. Ezskiel 47:21-23; Le viticu: 25:23, Isaiah 5:8). Even a: serfs 
the peasants used to maintain "We ere yj: jut the land is ours." 


Here the author finds the key +o Bolshevik success, affilia- 
tion, Kerensky, not Lenin, she.ld have sive: the land *o the peacsurts. Kerensky 
as a social-revolutionary vas ccmmite J and-divisicn program ‘te modified 
it in order to keep the ccuntry united at ci: Lenin, a sciai-democrat, 
was interested in the peasant sroebier da lis program was indug- 
trial, proletarien. But ke cay the inevitable result of a further delay to sate 
isfy the peasant, abando nis doctrivaire tarxisu, and adopted ths policy of 
distrioution of lan nena the mouzhik began to ccme into his own. 

The authsr considers Russir at present a challenge to America to send 
machinery, printing presses, school and engineers to dzvelop the re- 
sources of the maticn. Hs is not afraid "l olshevik menace" in America, 
and counsels giving Russia a free hind at here with economic help frcm the rest 
of the world. 
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attitude toward the state is not hostile, Gut negative. 
Nor is the Russian 15 cormunism any *han he has 
an “innate preference for keeping fis prizes in his house durin; the cola months. 
The of the o.d Rustinn “mir” in sath man had @ Snare in every 
tract of land, bad and gocd, wae a: inhtrt*ence irom which he ccult nct free 
administzaticn of the systcum, buts with i* was beund up what little Ireedom he 
had. In reality the has alissys acquired prceperty in land, that 
thet 
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